
Sophie 
Gamand
“ T H E  P O R T R A I T S  C E L E B R A T E  T H E S E  

D O G S ’  I N H E R E N T  P E R S O N A L I T Y ,  

V U L N E R A B I L I T Y ,  A N D  I N D I V I D U A L I T Y  

A N D  H A V E  N O T  O N L Y  L E D  T O  

H U N D R E D S  O F  D O G S F I N D I N G  L O V I N G ,  

F O R E V E R  H O M E S ,  B U T  H A V E  S P U R R E D  

E F F O R T S  T O  D E S T I G M A T I Z E  A N  

A N I M A L  W H O S E  R E P U T A T I O N  F O R  

V I O L E N C E  S A Y S  M O R E  A B O U T  U S  T H A N  

T H E  C H A R A C T E R S  O F  T H E  D O G S  

T H E M S E L V E S . ”  





Sophie 
Gamand
“ F O R  D E C A D E S ,  P I T  B U L L S  H A V E  

B E E N  D E M O N I Z E D  B Y  S O C I E T Y  A N D  

P O R T R A Y E D  A S  H E L L H O U N D S .  

T H E Y ’ V E  B E C O M E  T H E  M O S T  F E A R E D ,  

H A T E D ,  A N D  A B U S E D  O F  A L L  

C O M P A N I O N  A N I M A L S .  S O M E  C I T I E S  

A N D  E V E N  E N T I R E  C O U N T R I E S  B A N  

T H E M ,  W H I L E  T H E  M E D I A  P E R S I S T  I N  

A S S O C I A T I N G  T H E M  W I T H  

V I C I O U S N E S S . ”  







DEAN 
RUSSO 
ART
“ P I T  B U L L S  A R E  O N E  O F  T H E  S U B J E C T S  I ’ V E  F O C U S E D  

M Y  W O R K  F O R  Y E A R S ,  A S  T H E Y  A R E  O F T E N  A S  

M I S U N D E R S T O O D  A S  T H E  C I T Y  I  C A L L  H O M E .  I N  M Y  

P O R T R A I T S ,  M Y  G O A L  I S  T O  E X P O S E  T H E  J O Y  A N D  

V I B R A N C Y  I N  M Y  S U B J E C T S ,  J U S T  A S  S T R E E T  A R T  

B R I N G S  L I F E  T O  C O L D  W A L L S  T H A T  S U R R O U N D  U S . ”

https://www.deanrussoart.com/




DEAN 
RUSSO 
ART
“ A RT  TH A T  E MB RA CE S  CH A N G E  MO VE S  ME ,  

I T  MO T IVA TE S  ME  TO  CRE A TE .  TH RO U G H  

MY  W O RK ,  I  H O P E  TO  CO N VE Y  TH E  CA RE  

A N D  D E VO T IO N O F  A N IMA L - L O VE RS . ”

https://www.deanrussoart.com/




Christine J. 
Head
CHRISTINE DID "HANDS -ON"  RESCUE WORK,  

HOUSING SEVERAL FOSTER DOGS AND GOING 

THROUGH THE PA INSTAKING PROCESS OF F INDING 

THE RIGHT PERMANENT HOME FOR EACH OF THESE 

DOGS WHO ALREADY FOUND A  PERMANENT PLACE 

IN HER HEART.





Christine J. 
Head
EVENTUALLY,  HER INTERESTS IN THE CREATIVE 

ARTS AND CANINE NEEDS COMBINED AND SHE 

DISCOVERED THE BEST WAY TO APPLY HER TALENTS 

TO RAISE MONEY AND AWARENESS FOR ANIMAL 

RESCUE.





Levity 
Tomkinson

Levity Tomkinson is a Kentucky 

artist who has tackled a serious 

project — painting all 51 of  the 

dogs seized from Michael Vick’s 

dogfighting operation in 2007.





Levity 
Tomkinson

“I paint for the dogs … that didn’t 
win in a fight they never wanted 
anyway, dying from injuries with 
punctured skin and a mauled lip 
and face that became raw meat. I 
paint for the dogs … with that were 
forced into a rape stall to 
unwillingly bring more dogs into 
the world of dog fighting. I paint 
for any dog who has been, is, or 
will be a part of this heinous 
world. The resiliency of the 51 is 
my courage, my push, my 
determination, and my love for 
this project.”





I chose to feature the artists who show the true side of one of the most 

discriminated against breeds of dogs, the pit bull.  Each of these artists 

captures these bully blockheads, and their loving, clown-like and 

endearing personalities. The artists have softened the perception of these 

dogs through their work. It is my belief their paintings have made a better 

world for my favorite 4-legged friend. 


